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• X X 7HAT are the Rights of Man? 

V V The Rights of Man are either abfolute 

or relative. 

Abfolute Rights are fuch as belong to individuals 
in a Rate of nature, and which may. be called the na- 
tural liberty of mankind. This liberty confifts in the 
right inherent in man, as a free agent in a Rate of 
nature, endowed with the faculty of diRinguiihing 
good from evil, and with a power of choofisg thofe 
meafures which he thinks moR to his advantage, . 

without any reftraint or controul. ^ .j • • 

C Relative 
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Relative Rights are fuch as belong to man in 
a Rate of Society or Civil Government. 

When man enters into fociety he makes a facrifice 
of part of his natural rights or liberty, for the valuable 
bleffings rcfulting from civil liberty. Since therefore 
the principal aim of fociety, or civil, liberty, is to pro- 
tect man in the enjoyment of thofe abfolutc rights 
which he pollcffes by the laws of nature, no individual, 
endowed with common fenfe, and that gives a mo- 
ment’s confideration to the fubjecl, would defirc to 
have the equal and uH'inlrouled right or power of 
•injuring his neighbour, and of acting as he pleafed, 

' when he would* by the fame parity of reafon, be 
himfelf expofed to the like injury or aftion. Hence 
t civil liberty fecures to us no more than retraining, 
the natural liberty , and checking the mifehiefs that 
one man might do to another, upon the ground 
of natural rights ; and when founded upon relative 
i : rights, it diffufes the various enjoyments of life, and 

tends to the general advantage and happinefs of man- 
kind. 

t : ! T T • >i . . . .... 
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By a conRitutlon, or fy Item of laws, progreffively 
framed on fuch wife principles, that they never re- ’ , • 
Rrain the natural liberty of individuals, except in - i> ' • 
thofe cafes wherein it may be necelfary for- the public 
good *> ■ , 

What are the abfolute Rights of Engliftuncn, in 

• t 

a political fenfe? 

Thefe. rights are underRood to be what is gene- 
rally called their liberties, having nature and reafon 
as the bafis upon which they are ere&ed; but when 
indulged, beyond certain limi*^ thefe abfolute rights 

1 M % ^ 

may tend to convulfe the true fpirit of liberty 


* Paine has, in his Rights of Man, alerted with his ufual effrontery, that 
England has a bad Conflitution; and by his cavilling definitions of the words 
Ccnjiitulicn and Government, he wifhes to infinuate that/we have r.o 
that Britons have no freedom, and that the Government does not originate in 
the people; but the force of his garbled plagiarifms from Locke, go only to 
prove what actually exifls in France, “ that where there is no law there can be no 
“ freedom,” or that any conflitution is better than none at all. This champion 
cf fedition takes fuch a decilive tone upon matters of which he is ignorant. 


that people ought to be guarded in receiving the impreflions which give acl.tity 
to his wit, and impetuofity to his flyle ; and that it is necefTary to feparate 
his malice from his arguments, and laying to one fide his reafoning, which is 
bad, there will remain nothing; fince we may fay, wi;h Horace, that the whole 


of his work referable* the dreams of a Tick peilon, which only fees va.rt 
phantoms. , : . 

, •* * 
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implanted in our conRitution by the aids of civil 
government, and in the end be productive of anarchy 
and confufion, if not reRraincd within due boun- 
daries. . ' 

What are the Liberties of Englifhmen ? 

Thefe liberties, which are fo current in the mouths 
of Britons, while’ they are little underflood by 
the lower orders of the people, may be reduced to 
three principal heads, lft. The Right of peffonal 
Liberty. 2d. The Right of perfonal Security. 
And 3d. The. Right" of private Property. Butin 
order that the principles upon which our liberties 
are founded may be under flood, we fhall endeavour 

to detail the outlines, with as much concifends and 

- ' ' 

perfpicuity as the fubje£t and limits of our under- 

jr" . ’ . 

taking will, admit; and by thus concentrating into 
one point of view fome leading hiflorical fads', every 
Britifh fubied of common fcnfe may difcover the 
fallacy and malignity of the pofitions attempted to be 

'v • 

cRablilhed by Paine, in bis Pamphlets, namely, that 

KsC*. : ' . . . ' 

. . -• our Government does not originate in the people, 

that we have no liberty, and that the Britifh Confli- 
tution is an ufurped authority, and ought to be 



werturned by the people. Therefore, the befl refu- 
tation of fuch.unanfwerable abfurdities, is to rejed the; . 

• m »V; ‘. 

field of argument which obvioufly arifes, and by?: 
adhering to plain folutiuns of the queflions Rated, 
with' fome occaRonal Riidures upon the inflamma- 
tory pamphlets' under review, we truR that no fo- 
phiRry of argument will be wanted to convey con- 

vidion to the minds of True Britons. 

To return, then, to the anfwer naturally refulting 
from the queRion relative to our liberties, we will find, 
by refearchcs into the hi Rory of our country, that 
even in the days of Alfred the Great, (nine hundred 
years back) true liberty was well underRood, and 
a mutual dependence fubfiRed between the Crown, 
and the people. The people’s/ rights were then 
maintained in the General AJfembly of the Nation* 
called, in the Saxon language, Wittenagemont. 
By fimilar refearchcs. we likewife find, that the go- 
vernment was eledive; but the inconveniehcy and 
ferment frequently occafioned by this mode of go- 
vernment, in procefs of time gave way to the Crown s 
• . becoming hereditary, a change more advantageous and 
more beneficial to P oRerit> than the former; and that 


( ) 




forages, prior to the Revolution of 1688, the Crown 


was hereditary, and descended to the heir apparent of 
the deceafed Monarch. But the right of cle&ion of our 
Kings would be fliil inherent in the nation, were it to 



happen that the Royal Family and their heirs became 
extinfl. 

For the good of poflerity, our anceflors, at the Revo- 
lution, wifely declared tire firrt branch of the Lcgifla- 
ture, which was alfo to excrcife the executive power, 
to be, as formerly, hereditary in a fingle perfon. 
This was, in fa£t, only confirming the decrees of their 
anceflors, and which, from experience, they found to 
the befl for poflerity *. ' 

• The great Charter of our Liberties, called Magna 
Char(a, was the bafis of our prefent glorious Confli- 
tution, which was obtained from Kinsr Tohn. bv the' 


air. rune has declaimed much upon our anceflors taking upon themfclvc* 
the fever of hnding fefcritj for ever; but in this he hai {hewn himfclf to be a* 
nodi an empiric in the law* of England, as he is ignorant of the Conflitulion 
••bid. be confiantly traduces; and as his principles of fubverfion and retrogra- 

» A*ion may, a every inflince, be Iudicroufly difplayed, how would he or his 
this fiaple queltion.-Jiad our anceflors the right of binding 
prefent generation to fubvert the Government and form a new Conflitution ? 


Barons 
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Barons and the People united, fword in hand*. This : 

* * ; ! a 

Charter, among many other privilege's, flipulatedp*, '’ . 

advantageous conditions for the people, and gave their 

perfons and property that fecurity which no mo- 

; % 

narchy enjoyed. It eflabli filed an equality of weights 
and meafures throughout.England. It gave the mer- 
chant liberty to enter and depart from the kingdom at 
pleafure; exempted him from imports, formerly ex-- 
afled arbitrarily, and at the pleafure of the Crown. 

It prote&ed the lqweft fubjeft from arbitrary banifh- 
1 -ment or imprifonment, and fecured his perfon or 



* The Englifh hiflory points out to us, that it all times the Nobles have 
been lorwaid in vindicating the rights of the people, upon this principle, that 
a reciprocity of interefls is effcntial to a free raixcc^ government. But in the 
ancient government of France, we find the reverfe was the coadud of the 
Nobleflc. Witnefs the wars with Louis IXth. when in a treaty, which termi- 

nated in a bloody civil war, called the air for the Pxilic Gasi, the Nobles 


ftipulited every article in their own favour, and left the people to be mom 
oppreffed and enflaved than ever. This Angle inftance, contrafled with the 
condua of the Englifh Barons, in ftipulating for the people in the Great Char- 
ter of our Liberties, muft ever be an exifiing theme of gra itudein the hearts of 


every honed Briton. But Mr- Paine, and the French Jacobins, with a view of 
palliating all the atrocities committed in France, have been anxious to involve 
tfte people of this country in fimilar horrors, thinking thereby to Aigmalize tie 
people with ingratitude to the independent Nobles, who fie anceflors fbei 
their blood , in the caufe of freedom, and concurred in every ctrcumfUnce 


to afiert thofc rights, inhtreot to our Coafluutton. 

■ • • 
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effe fts from being molefted, othenvife than by the 
judgment of his Peers, and according to the law of 

the land. 

Magna Charta , in conjunaion with many falutary 
laws palfed in the reign of Charles II. confirming . 
the liberties of Engliflunen, particularly the Habeas 
Corpus AH, and the Bill of Rights, paffed in the reign 
of William and Mar)', eflablifhed thofe imprefeript- 
able rights which we now happily enjoy. 

The Habeas Corpus fhuts the door again!! all oppref- 

' five meafures, inimpnfon.ing the fubject. TheW rit of 

' 'Habeas iffues from the Court of Ring s Bench, 

V and extends to every county. It commands or re- 
■ quires, that the perfon who hath another in cuflody, 

is to carry him before the judge, with the date of his 

< - » 

confinement, and the caufe thereof, inj order that he 
gii •’ * _ i _ . 

-may be either difcliarged immediately, or detained 

S - according to law. 

This Aft fixed the different terms for bringing a 

• prifoner before the judge, but in no cafe to exceed 

twenty days; and it contains fundry other falutary 

regulations, for the perfonal fecurity of the fubjeft. 

Th* 

. • 


perfonal fecurity of the fubjeft. 
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The Bill of Rights* is an exprefs compact or con- 
vention between the King and the People, which, irt^ ; . 
the reign of William and Mary, paffed. into an Aft 
of Parliament, entitled,." An AH declaring ike Rights 
“ and Liberties of the SubjcH, and fettling the Suc- 
" Qcjfion of the Crown.”— -In this aft, a folemn oath 
is -required by the King, and in which is declared, 
that to impofe taxes without the confent of parlia- 
ment, or to keep up a Handing army in time of 
peace, are contrary to law. The fubjefts, as well rich 
as poor, have thereby a right of petitioning the 
King, &c. 


, * Tho’ Mr. Paine, with an affe&ation of wit, blended with that malevolence 
peculiar to His character, calls this Bill, The Bill of Wrongs and Infults, we deem 
it profanation to our Catechifm to make any comments upon his abfurd affec- 
tions relative to this head. We, fhall only in general obferve, that Mr. 
Paine’s books throughout contain fuch unanfwcrablc absurdities, and fucb . 
a low canting mode-of expreffion, that one is led to believe, with all his 
verfatility of genius, he would have made a better itinerant Preacher, than a 
democratic Legiflator.— His puns and witticifms are, like his mind, of. the 
fouleft caft. — All the pofitions he attempts to eflablifh in his “ Rights of Man’* 
are as falfe, as that two and two make five ; and we have only to oppofe faS* 
recorded in the hiftory of our country’, and to make Truth our unerring guide, 
and there will be no difficulty in refuting his ridiculous aflertions, and making 
them fall, like “ the bafelcls fabric of a vifion." . ' i . * 


■ ** » 
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This may be therefore called the third grand aera 
in the hiffory of our conllitution, and which com- 
pleted the Liberties of Englifh fubjefts. 

Is there any other State or Government in the 
world, where there exiffs fuch Liberties, founded 
upon the principles of nature and reafon, as thofe 
effablifhed in our Conllitution by the above-men- 
tioned Charter and Atts ? 

None that will bear the fmallefl comparifon. 

In Ruflia, no fubjecl can petition the throne, until 
two different petitions have been prefented to the 

flv* • - 

miniffer of Hate r and in cafe of perfevering, by pre- 
- ■ fentin-T a third, and it is found grounded upon wrong 
| • principles, the petitioner fubje&s himfelf to incur the - 

pains of death. . * • 

hc> - In the ancient Government of France, the right of 

J V - ~ - “* 

petitioning was debarred- — Taxation was impofed in 
the moft arbitrary manner without the confent of the 
people, and the lower orders were particularly op- 
: preffed— The judges were venal — Fines were levied, 

■? . :* and the fuhiedls imprifoned or exiled, even at the 

diferetion of the monarch or bis minifter — The 
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nobleffe never afferted the rights of the people, but in - 
general oppreffed them — A Handing army fupported v 
defpotifm, in which the officers, before receiving their 
commiffions, were obliged to produce qualifications 
as nobles — The fubjefts were reftrained from leaving 
the kingdom — The liberty of the prefs was not .. 
known, neither was that glorious inftitution of trial 
by jury — The criminal laws were often executed with 
injuffice and feverity — The proceedings of the courts • 
were more refembling thofe of an inquifition, than 
courts of law and equity— Evidence was fwom in 
‘private, no witnefs permitted to be examined in de- 
fence of the party accufed — Judgment was pronoun- 
ced in fecret, and the unhappy viftim kept in dread- 
ful fufpence, until the moment his fate was an- 
nounced to him by the gaoler, when he was inftantly 


dragged to tortures. — In fhort, the extremes of luxury 

* - * 

and poverty, oppreflion and wretchednefs, pervaded . 

twenty-four millions of fubjetts, in an extenfive king- 

* 

dom, full of refources. 

... . - * . 

Such then rvere the grievances in France, and 

which Mr; Paine and his abettors, with infidious de- \ * ~. 

* 1 , ’• 
figns, have induftrioufly and vaguely compared in the 

C a lump 

• - : * . . r ; 
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lump to thofe exifting in our happy conftitution. The 
abfurdity of thefe comparifons, having no other foun- 
dation but bold affertion, with a view to miflead the 
minds of Britifli fubjefts, require no argument to re- 
fute them, as they obvioufly choak themfelves in the 

birth. 

All the arguments adduced in the pamphlet pub- 

liflied by James Mackintofli, Efq; (in a ftyle, it muftbe 

confeCTed, more difpaflionate than Mr. Paine) with re- 

fpeft to the incorrigibility of the ancient government of 

France, and the neceflity of a total fubverfion of princi- 

pies, only tend to difplay a ftriking contrail in favour 

' of the Britifh government, which retains the inherent 

principle of correcting itfelf of any exifting grievances, 

that may have infenfiblv crept in amid the vicifiGtudes 
# , 

- of time, and flu&uation of circumftances. 


Great, however, as the grievances were in France, 
prior to the revolution, they are fcarce to be compared 
V- with thofe that have and ftill continue to exift in that 

unhappy country, fince the above period. In' a 

ftate, where inftead of one chief ruler there are a 


t'r-t , , , . _ ... 

thoufand tyrants, each playing his part or villany,' 

• ' facrilege, and rapine, under the mafk of liberty and. 


■■K , ' - - 
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equality — Where murder and plunder are conftituted 

V 

freedom, and anarchy and confuGon eftablilhed as ; ( . 

l aw — Where a once flourilhing kingdom in arts and . 

\ 

fciences, is drenched in blood! — Her commerce and 
induftry, the parents of wealth, ftagnated! — Her 
agriculture and manufactures checked ! — Her treafury 

O 

drained of fpecie, and a nominal paper, of no value, 
fubflituted in its ftead !'— And all the horrors of war, 
infurreCtions, and famine, ftaring her deluded people * 
in the face ! 

It will be naturally atked. Are thefe the models 
held up by incendiary writers for our imitation? 

Forbid it Heaven ! Forbid it Nature ! And may the 
fanguinary decrees* of the regicide convention perilh, . 
with the authors, by the hands of T/ue Britons ! and 
thereby tranfmit to pofterity, in proper glowing' co^ , 


* The Decree of rratemira'tion, of the sift N'ov. 1791, offering to luccoor 
whatever nation might think proper to (hake off its allegiance, has fomethins 
in it to fanguinary,' that the depravity of human nature itfelf revolts at, an 
blufhes to avow. It is now obvious, that it was obliquely aimed at the envied 
power, fplendour, and happinefs of Great Britain. But vengeance is now 
•ailed forth; and there is no doubt but Britons will repel the blow, punifh t c 
! infamy and iniquity of the.dcfign, and avenge, with Oldlngland's thunder. 


their atrocioui crimes. 


: • ■ - * * . 

. 

lnurs * 

. • lours, 

. 
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lours, the abhorrence with which we beheld their de- 
liberate murder of a good and juft Monarch ; and the 
indignation excited in our bofoms, at the rapacious 
thirft to fubvert, in one general ruin, all law, order, 
and fubordination of our happy government, fo as 



more eafily to effeCluate their malignant defigns of 
rendering Great Britain tributary to a fhort-livcd Re- 
public, noted only for its crimes ; upon the fpecious 
principle inculcated by their Jacobin Philofophcrs, 
that the fmaller body mull fall to tjie greater.” 


How are the three fundamental Rights of perfonal 

- . "*■' v 

Security, perfonal Liberty, and private Property, in- 
herent to the Britilh Conftilution, protected and 
maintained ? 

Thefe Rights are protected and maintained, 

lft. By the eftablifhed laws of the land, and the 
* - * • ‘ 
powers and privileges of parliament, in which the fu- 

preme IegiQative power of the ftate is veiled. 

V ~ - " ■ • • 

ad. By the executive power being veiled alone in 
the Kins', and his prerogatives fo minutelv laid down 
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3d. By the auxiliary right of every Englilhman to 

’ . # \ I * 

apply to the courts of juftice for redrefs of grievances.;^;- 
4th. By the right of petitioning thfc King or Par- 
liament. And - 

5th. By. the right of individuals having arms for 
their defence, fuitable to their condition and rank in 
life. - • - 


How are thefe Rights and Liberties to be preferred 
inviolable ? 

By fupporting our gloritAis conflitution with our 
blood and treafure, fo as to retain its priftine vigour 

and energy when in danger of being fubverted by the 

* 

ambitious views of factious and defignmg men. 


* % ^ * * 

Wherein conlifts the fuperior excellence of the 

En<dilh Government over every other form, ancient 
or modern? - 

In being a free monarchy, having the executive 

power veiled' alone in a King, holding .the fupreme 1 
r • • . - . , , ■ ' r 
le«dflative power only in conjunction with the two 

,v o . r - • 

tt r rt r? psrh of tlic branches 


■ 
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People area check upon the nobility, and the nobility 
a check upon the people, as being armed with a 
power of rejetting what the other has rcfolved ; while 
the. King is veiled with a negative power upon both 
branches, and which is the means of preferving the exe- 
cutive powers veiled in Majefty from encroachments ; 
and on the other hand, this. power is kept within due 
bounds by the Houfe of Lords and Idoufe of Com- 
mons. Thus, then, thefe three branches of the flate, 
attuated by different fprings^impel the machine to ac- 
tion, and prefervefuch nice equilibrium and harmony, 
that none of them feparately, however defettive, can 
attempt, with effett, any meafure repugnant to. the 
conllitution, or to the true liberty and happinefs of 
the people. * 

Although the King is one of the three conflituent 


* - — o" 


parts of the parliament in atts of legillation, yet in the 
executive part or government he is no more than a 

: Magi 11 rate, and the exilling laws of the land bind him 

gigs . - • ‘ - ‘ 

equally as the meanell fubjett ; it is, therefore, upon 
' • r 
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# •* • * | * 
can at any time be impeached, for having advifed,^,--. •- 

wrong mealurcs. 

Nqtwithflanding the King’s prerogative, of being 
the fource of all judicial power in the hate — Of 
pardoning offences and remitting punifhments— Of 
coining money, of levying troops, and equipping 
fleets— Of declaring war, and making peace ; yet, . 
upon a . fober review of all thefe prerogatives, we fhall 
find him comparatively as dependent as any of our- 
* chief judges in the law, generals in our army, admirals 
in our navy, or dignified clergy in the church ; fincc 

he’ depends upon the will .of the nation, or in other 

• * 

, words, the will of the reprefentatives of the people, in 
granting him fupolies*, it becomes the moft powerful 
counterpoife to any encroachments on the people’s 
fundamental rights and liberties. 

Thus a mixed Government, like ours, has fuchpe- 

** V • 

culiar and flriking advantages, that they mufl be ob- • 

* *+ • 

vious, upon the flightefl confideration, to the moft ig- 


. - >r . . 


■ V No Money or Subfidy Bill hive their origin In the Houfe of Lords, and^ 
the Lords cannot,-in the firll initancc, interfere sn them ; and -when laid be.orr 

them they mud either limply accept or rejeft them, without making any* ^ 

• • f.i' 

amendments. • - 

D * norant; 

•V 
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norants for having, as already mentioned, the execu- 
tive power placed in the hands of one perfon, tends 
effeSually to'chcri fh that liberty, which our anceftors 
fo wifely meant Grould ever devolve to us ; at the 
fame time, checking and rcflraining the prctcnfions of 
ambitious individuals in the Gate, who would always 
aim at ufurping a power or authority, under fume 
ihape or other, bearing a femblance to royalty ; and 
thereby preventing all thofe tumults and fa&ions, 
which', in all republics, have ever been the downfall 
of liberty. 

Independent of all the advantages already recited, 
our Government enjoys a linking one over every ficc 
Hate that has yet been eltablilhcd, namely, its having 
at all times the power of correcting any abufes that 
may have glided in, (more particularly the power of a 
periodical reformation at the death of a King) and 


that without running any ritt; of fubverting the fabric. 

But in Republics, where equality is deemed the cjfencc 
* « 

of government, the vain attempts to correCl abufes, and 

- • 

to reflorc equality, will be found impracticable ; at 
V . lcaft it will caufe the molt ferrous convulfions in the 

Hate, and in a Ihort time overthrow the republic. 


v-' • 
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l-or as Monlefquion ohferves, “ All the republics . 

“ which boaG of the perp'etuity and liability of their* 

Oo\ cinmcnt, ought only to boaG of the perpetuity - 

of their crimes and abufes.” hl'either have they 
more liberty than Rome had, at the time of the De- 
cimvirs. But in fuch a Government as England, 
where there is a body which examines it continually, 
and which exam.nes itfelf even, its errors or abufes 
can never continue long ;• and by the fpirit of atten- 
tion which necellarily pervades all orders, that energy 
and liability of government' is preferred, or eaGly 
rellored. 

But it is not by oppoling violent meafures, and 
induGrioufly endeavouring to corrupt the minds of 
the lower orders of the people, that a reform of any 
abufes.of government is to be accomplifhed — It is not 
by the inGdious defigns of wicked and ambitious in- 
dividuals to overthrow the whole fabric, .that the 
objeCl can be obtained ; for a Gate, labouring under • 
real or imaginary abufes, muG be treated with mild . >l - 
operatives, like a convalefcent body, requiring the 
foGering hand of remedies congenial with its conGi- 
tution. The fource of all abufes, and the fprings 
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. w ; lh which they arc acW. mod be gently traced , 
and the remedies to be applied, like alteratives to the 
human conflitution, ought to be flow in their cfca. 

What arc the circumflances peculiarly advanta- 

,-ous to the Englilh Government, that contribute to 
o 

its (lability and duration ? ' 

The circumflances advantageous to the Enghfli 
Government, and. which will tranfinit our liberties 
unimpaired to pofterity, are fo multifarious, that to 
anfwer the qucdicn-fully, would lead us into a tram 
^'pf (peculations, inconfident with the limits of our 
. . plan.' - In general it is neccdary to obferve, that by a 
f • 4 happy combination of circumflances, the piefent form 

0 f government was fomaed upon principles the mod 
/ natural, and the mod congenial with the feelings and 

* paflions of mankind, united in fociety ; bccaufe the 
more we analyze the three branches of our mixed go- 
; - ' vernment, monarchy, aridocracy, and democracy, 

* . y '^ and by blending and' balancing the one with the 

% . ■, \.- other, the more natural beauties will prefern theni- 
r - : felves to our minds, as containing all the powers 


1 


n wf v* » 

•Vv. y ' . 
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and which, in faft, all focieties, even in the early for- . 
mation,- have a natural tendency to adopt. J-j * 

• *!"• • v' . • 

Ours is not a form of government, reared up like 3* 

\ 

mufhroqm, by the metaphyfical tc Rights of Man,’ ? 
declared and promulgated by men of-.no rights or 
principles ! No; the advantages rcfulting from our 
fabric has Rood the ted of ages, and has progreflively 
meliorated, and in every age gains accumulating 
drength ; and is therefore juflly flylcd the aggregate 
wifdom of ages. 

Is it poflible'for human reafon to conceive, that 
* * 

a government founded upon the natural rights of 

man, and the gcneral happinefs of the people, is to be - - 

-- formed indantaneoufly, and is to attain, perfeftion on 

! the falfe principles of theorifls, and the metaphyfical 

dc&rines of reforming philofopliers ? No ; the re- 

verfe mud be obvious to the common fenfe of man- , . 

kind ; for improvements in government are progref- 


five, like the improvements in-arts and fciences ; and 

9 V - ^ 

. - fuch a conflitution as ours, that has been progreflively v 

improving, and that has Rood the ted of ages, is more 
* . likely to retain permanency and {lability, than either 
- r of America, or the difeordant o— 


* 
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• France, that fuffocates itfelf while the feeds are cn- 


ffenderimr. 

O p 

Let us for a moment turn our attention to the ns-* 

% 

lure of all fccicties of men, and we difeover that thole 
men endowed with extraordinary corporal flrcngth, or 
vigour of intellefts, or both united, will ever gain an 
afcendancy over the refl. Some power, therefore, 
muff of ncceffity fall to be divided amongfl thofe per- 

fons, having fuch afcendancy over the minds of the 

- 

other members of the community. This power, di- 

T if ▼ided among a few, will at lead, from the fame ncccf- 

.... * 

fity that veiled them with it, unavoidably devolve on 
^ m s 

a fingle perfon.- ' 

\ 1 

Ii, therefore, the examples of hiflorv, point out to 
us the effe&s of power, naturally and progreffively 
f ' • ' arifing in all focieties, we furely leflcn the evil of one 
perfon’s having power, by wifely admitting it, with 
proper rellnaions and limitations ; thereby making 
the Hate the birthright of the perfon veiled with li- 
|fe ^ed power, and whom we call King, Sovereign, of 
1 1 g fu P reme M agiftrate, or the flill more endearing name 

of Father to his People; he nrnft of neceflity be as 
i§©' WannI y atladled to kingdom or government, as 

- any 


r- 
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»ny individual can be to his patrimonial ellate ; and -- 


mufl feel the fame folicitude for the bappinefs and ‘ 
profperity of his people, as a father naturally feels for 


that of his children. 


By conferring on the King, perfonal privileges, 
and granting him that allowance fuitable to the 
dignity and fplendor of fo elevated a fituation*, 
we fet bounds to the evils- -refill ting from the jealoufy, 
ambition, and rivallhip of . individuals; and the 
marked diflinQion of rank and power, with which 


* IvTuch clamour has been raifed by feditious writers, on the prodigality of . 
the nation allowing annually o ir t il!>cn to the King; and w ith a view of im- 
pofsng on the ignorant, and difpoiing them to be inimical to monarchy, thc! c 
- -writers artfully pafs over, in filcnce, the reductions that are made from that iurn, 

' and that it is not folely applied to the King's prisV.e ufe, or that of his family; 
for it is notorious, that out of this annual allowance, many officers, of great - 
~ trull ar.d dignity in the Hate, arc paid ; fuch as the fabrics of Judges and Fo- 
reign Min.ftcrs, &c. independent of a number of pensions to the wic.o\\ s anil 
orphans of deferring officers, who have bled in their country’s caufe. And 
when we reflect, that it is the fplendor of the nation that is reflected in the perfon - 
of Majelly^and not the unmeaning pomp and pageantry of an individual, it fure.v 
ought not to be regarded as extravagant, more particularly when we conuder the 
thoufand different channels in which it is circulated, a great part of. which 
. returns to the Tieafurv, by the various taxes on confumable articles; and 


F brewers, butchers, bakers, {hcemakers, tayiors, &c. enjoy partial benclits fcota 
dtis citculalica. 


. 3 • ' .• • ... - -, L . ' , ’* 
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Mnjefly is veiled, will be a more Lifting and folicl pro- 
tection to our rights arid liberties, than could poft'ibly 
be expeded from the ambitious views and jailing in- 
terefts of any let of men, affirming and uniting the 
executive and legiflativc powers of a ftate. 

Like the Sun’s dazzling luftre, Majefly is placed in 
the centre, at trading, with its powers, and animating 
with its beam?, furrounding objects ; and if we can- 
not prevent the effect of its rays on different objects, 
we can always leffen its influence of action. 1 hole 
objects, therefore,' that are near the blaze of a throne, 
mu ft, from the nature of their fituations, be peculi- 
arly diftinffuilhed, and (land in confpicuous points 
of view. In parfuing the metaphor, they may be 
compared to planets of different magnitudes, moving 
in various orbits, diffufing their- acquired luftres to 
furrounding bodies, and animating and cheering, by 
their benign influence, the obfeureft. and remotefl 


To brin^ the queftion to a concluflon, we have 
g.ri " - o u 

- * only to make this remark; that fo long as the King of 


• • •• 


gA England continues to fulfil his engagements to tire 


• 

’nation, and refpeds thofe laws which form the corn- 

pad 

i ~ • .. 


i 
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pact between him and the people, fo long will he con- 
tinue to enjoy that hereditary fccurity-ar.d liability - - 

' • 

peculiar to our government*. 


W'hat is the chief end of the Britifh Conftitution ? 



It is the freedom and happinefs of the people, which 
is maintained by that wife form of mixed government 
Iranfmittcd to us by our anceftors, whereby we enjoy 
nil the advantages, but none of. the dcfeCls, feparately 
inherent to monarchy , arijlocracy , and democracy , each 
branch operating upon the other for the good of the 
whole ; and checking any abufes, or remedying any 
grievances, that may from time to time creep in upon 
cither ftate. 

The JBritifli Conftitution has ariftfii from fociety to 
a Rate of maturity, hitherto unexampled. The fabric 
has been erected by the progreflive wifdom of ages — 
its foundation laid by the zvill of the people, and the 


* Therf is not a tingle aft in' the prefent King’s reign, that encroaches on 
public liberty; but, on the contrary, “this blciTing has been more umveiCjUy 
difFufcd than at any other period; although /editions writers would a:Tcrt, 
that greater encroachments. have been made 6a public liberty, thin in the 
reign of Henry the Seventh and Eighth. ^ . 
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£ • • ime rights of man; and thofe diflinftions of rank 

neceffarily acquiefced to by the people, are as the pil- 
lars upon which the drufture reds, giving drength, 
liability, and fecurity to the whole, 
v . Our form of government, while it excites the envy 

*_ a nd admiration of furrounding nations, we are apt 

ourfelves to feel its enjoyments with lefs fenfibility 

£= • . 

tlian foreigners : like the failor, who, in the condant 

habits of beholding the wonderful RruQure of that 

S floating bulwark which he 'inhabits, never - experiences 

the ftriking elfett of the external condruclion, or in- 
, ternal regulations, impelling the body to action : or 

like the manufaftmer or mechanic, who having always 
before his eyes a beautiful piece of machinery, con- 
, ftrufted on Ample and natural principles, and moving 
with harmony and order, continues for ever to view it 
with indifference. 

* ’ Illiterate perfons, therefore, can have but a very im- 

pcrfeQidea of thefabricofaconftitutionlike ours, which 

has been founded on the'wifeft principles of political 


Hand difplayed 


to the view of the world, as the mod beautiful flruc--- 

turc for imitation ever reared by human wifdom. : j • 

' '' • 

\ -• t* 

Is a didmCuon of rank and honour neceflary in a 
free government? 

Yes; it is comparatively the fame in dates as it is in 
fubordinate Rations in life, fucli as colleges, academies, 
fchools, &c. For, in conferring honours on thofe 
perfons diflinguifhed for their eminent fervices or ta- 
Icnts, we excite in the bofom of others a laudable am- 



bition and generous emulation, which gives fpring to 
aclion, and dilfufes life and vigour amon^ft all orders 
of a well governed date. 

Lnder a defpotic government, as well as in a re- 
publican form, the ambition and ejnulation of indi- 
viduals may be attended with danger, as exceedin'** 
tlie bounds of power to redrain it. Witnefs the un- 
limited ambition of Pompey and Caefar, who trampled 
on the liberties of the Roman Commonwealth — Wit- 
nefs the living examples befoi^eYK of the French Re-» 
public, which mud, in a very fnort period, totally 
diflolve that Hberty and equality aimed at, or at lead 
convert it into the tyranny.of a iew leaders, and a 
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work Ibte of flamy for the people, than that from 
which they have recently emerged ; or to which it was 
phffible for them to be Ihbjcft, under the n-.otl def- 

potic monarchy- 

Although Mr. Paine, with his fanguinary fcytne, 
would wife to mow down all dittihclions of rank and 
titles, and thereby reduce civil fociety to the primitive 
level of hunters and fhepherds ; yet he has not at the 
fame time infinuated, that his beloved woods and plains 
of America are fufficiently flocked with wild beads 
and docks, for thejubfidence of twenty-four millions 
of hunters and fhepherds ; finer, of the two evils, it 
would certainly be the lead for the French to hunt for 
food in America, than remain on their native foil, a 


fSb-K A - 


prey to each other, the drong affaflinating the weak, to 
fatisfy the famidiing cravings of nature, and, from the . 
necefdty of their fituation, becoming cannibals or 
antropophagids. 


Why is hereditary fucceffion to the Crown of Eng- 
land preferable to eleQive ? 

q ■ Becaufeit prevents thofe intedine commotions and 

t v'" ■ r 

r>-<iru <-\f inrirlpnt: to th 




pTn V.. 




monarchies. The hidovy of ancient Imperial Rome, 
and a view of* the modern elcfiive empires of Poland .* 
and Germany, evince the dreadful consequences at-. ^ , 
tending fuch eleftive fucceffion ; and, unlefs wcwer^T , 
to fuppofe the individuals who compofe a date to be 
immaculate, hereditary- fucceffion mud ever be more 
definable than clcftivc; and though Mr. Paine lavifhes, 
in his ufual tone, abfurd inveclives againd hereditary 
fucceffion in every poffible drape, yet the infidious 
drift of them is obvious, and an enlightened nation is 


not to be impofedupon with ltis dimfy and inSamma- 
tory arguments in fupport of his favorite levelling - 
fydem. While we revere the wifdom of our ancef- 



tors, as the founders of hereditary fucceffion, which, 
for the benefit and happiCdsV* -the nation, has 
endured fo many ages, we trud iXwill continue to be 
tranfrnitted, uncontaminated, t/the Royal heirs of 
England, fo long, and upon fHnilar principles of 
right, as the inheritance of landpa property defeends 
to the fubieas entitled by l^w. 

■ *■ V - \ - 

What would be the confequenccs of reducing 
to praaice the wild theories of levellers, telative to the 




• Rights of Man', and liberty founded upon equality? 
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It is incompatible with every idea that our rcafon 
and fenfes can form of civil fociety, that all privi- 
leges fhould be equal and reciprocal; fince, in the 
natural relation of things, men diiTer as much from 
each other in Rrength, agility of body, and in the 
intelleftual powers of the mind, as they do in phyliog- 
nomy. And as Nature herfelf produces thefe inequa- 

• ‘ lities, independent of the artificial ones that arifeln the 

progrefs of fociety, it would be attended with the moil 
pernicious efFefts, to diflort them in pra&icc to the 
principles of equality. And- the eafieft methods of 

. i 

refuting thefe futile doftrincs of levellers, is by Rating 
' 4 Jew queries, the folutions of which are felf evident. 

AVould it tend to the happinefs of mankind, that 
parent and child fhould be equal, and that a fon ! 
'• fhould ufurp equal authority over his father? That 

the fervant fhould, in his turn, become maRcr? That 

• • . • * . 

•* fchool-boys fhould become teachers, and hangmen 
become judges! MuR not men be either independent 

JV, ■ * 

of each other, in the great link of. fociety, or would 

. they not be reduced to the fame level of gentlemen, 

, ... • .. 6 ■ 



- *• 

_ 
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and manufactures flouriRi, or even exiR, when the 

natural Rimulus, and artificial powers of man were - 

\ 

fupprefled ? 

Is it natural to fuppofe, upon the equalizing prin- 
ciples, that every man is compounded of fuch matter, 
as to unite in himfelf, all the oppofite qualities and 
powers of folly and wifdom, cowardice and valour, 
vice and virtue, humanity and cruelty ; and that 
thefe. fhould be the Randard‘‘of equality, united and 
concentrated in each individual? j 

Such, then, are the chimericafobjcCls, which falfe 
philofophy and wild theorifis endeavour to efiablifii, 
and the attainment of whieb^-from the diRortion of 
nature, would not only be "ubverfivc of all order and 

fubordination, but would alfo tend to fubvert every 

• • « 

principle of morals, honour, and virtue ; and befides, 
r.ot poffible to be acquired, without wading through 
feas of blood. . . . 

To carry this. fubjeCI more immediately home to 
the fenfes and feelings of every man, let us fuppofe, 
that in one of his Majefty’s fhips, where the will of 
one man, which prote&s the whole by the rules and 
regulations laid down by the community at large, and 


where 

- 

• - 
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where difciplinc is the foul that impels the body to 
action, the fame as law is the foul of the Rate ; and 
that this difeipline or law is deftroyed by equalizing 


principles, for want of due fubordination, it inuR be 
obvious that the machine becomes as it were a lifelefs 


bodv. — Every perlon converfant in the practical 
knowledge of a nautical life, knows tii.U a fiup man- 
ned wholly and equally with able-bodied feamcn, in- 
Read of the more defirablc diflribution of the other 


clafies of ordinary and landmen, would not be fo well 
adapted for the different functions ncceffary for the 
aovernment of the floating rampart. — Ah able feaman 

"O ° / * 

, tyould think himfelf degraded to become a fwabber of 
decks , a Jidefman , or an afterguard, which arc al- 

J- pi ‘ 

ways felecled from the other claflcs t the powers of 
V, action. would ccafc the moment there is an end to 
emulation, and general ruin would enfue. The fame 

parity of reafon holds in every other order of the 



Rate; and fimilar caufes will produce fimilar effects. 

Since, by the flighted: confideration to our great ma- 

■ nufaCturing towns, we find that the fubordination of 

. the various dalles of men to each other, is what, in fo 

great a degree, promotes that wonderful harmony and 
- 

• execution 
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execution in every branch, and tends to the increafe" - 
of the wealth, of individuals, ‘and\hc profperily and 
and happinefs of the nation. \ V 

What is the caufc that a Republican' Form of Go- 
vernment fooncr pennies thyrrrany^gther? 

Becaufe the misfortunes and fucccffes that alter- 
nately happen, make the people lofe their liberty. 

The ambitious General, cr corrupted citizen, would 
head feaitious parties, to. hinder the fufFracres at elec- 

• • * O 

tions. The authority of the people would become 
cniineric.il. Anarchy and confufion would at length 

I » CD 

prevail; and popular tumults would be changed into 
the horrors of civil war, as was the cafe with Rome, • 
and which, we may venture to fay, without any pro- _ 

; phetic gift, mud foon be the fate of France. ' 

The jealoufy and ambition of the chiefs in a Re- ~ . 

• public, may cdufe more elfufion of the peoples blood 
in one month’s civil war, than could poflibly happen • ' * 

• * ■ % j 

in fevera^ years foreign war. Witnefs the horrors and ^ . 
cruelties of civil war, under the republican chiefs of 
Rome, Marius and Sylla, Pompey and Caefar. May | 
we not , therefore, on reafonable conjecture, fuppofe -It 

that, if the CololTal Republic of France is ever ‘efla- it- . 

M 

i 1 ' ' F blilhed, 1 


- 
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blilhed, that Tom Paine, before " making his exit 
“ with a bare bodkin,” will, one day, wield his hvord, 
in fupport of fedition, againft the daggers of Moral 
and Rob erf pi err c ; and that murders, con ['piracies, and 
alTaffinations, will univerfally take place, and, for 
a time, renew the Gothic ages, and render the once 
Hour! filing kingdom of France a dreary wade. . 

- . Had the Roman Republic been limited to a fen* 

V ' Rates in Italy, it might, in all probability, endured 

much longer. The Senate, by having the conduct of 
the Generals immediately under view, might have 
• prevented any meafures operating agaihft the State. 

' 'fiut when armies pafled the Alps, and crofted Teas, 
the’ foldiers gradually loft the fpirit of citizens; and the 
Generals, who difpofed of armies and countries, feeling- 

their power and influence^ would no longer pay atten- 
tion, at a diftancc, to the orders of the Senate, the fol- 

- diers, therefore, would acknowledge no power but 
that of their General’s, upon whom they would natu- 

; rally reft all their hopes— They would no longer feel 
themfelves the attached foldiers to the Republic; but 
* devote themfelves to their Generals, under whom 
^ ; r they were accuftomed to conquer and to plunder. 

1 ' ’ . rpl 

. . *v * •*’- -* , Tnc 

y;* v .; • 


i 
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The fame caufcs which contributed to the downfal * 
of the Roman Republic, are now applicable to the 
French; but the accumulation of crimes which mark- -' 
the career of the latter, and the vain attempt to efta- 
bhfli democracy over, the face of Europe, muft'accc- 
lciate its overthrow, ana which, for tlic good of man- 
kind, is moft devoutly, to be wiflied. It is not, in the 
natural relation of things, pofliblc, that fuch an ex- 
tenlive kingdom as France, can. be Ion 0- Governed 
under a Republican Form 1 A people, fuddenly 
drifting from tone extreme to -another — Led on by 
ruffian chiefs to commit'thc mod outrageous barbari- 
ties, will, in the prcfcnt po.flure of afiFairs, continue to 
change and fubject themfelves to new leaders, who - 
will, in their turn, a£t their parts of murdererers and 

affiaffins, holding up the red cap of liberty as the 

• » * « 

bloody fynibol to palliate all the horrors committed; 
and, when it is too late, the deluded people will find 
that the authority of all with which they have been 
amufed^ is in reality no more than the ufurped autho- 
rity of a few needy and unprincipled men, who divide . 
the wealth of the republic among themfelves, and a£t 
as fo many hundred tyrants in the date. 

Fs From* 

- M ' 

. 

' - i 
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I ' . ; From the ftyle in which Met Paine. M.tcVmtoih. 

I: . and the other advocates for the French Revolution 

lnve extolled republican forms of government, we arc 
upon a flight conflderation led to believe, that lifcci ty 
■ no where cxifts but in France and America; but, on 

i . mature deliberation, the arguments adduced by them, 

k ■ • will appear to be the wild (peculations of a day : a?, from 

the principles fo hoflile to rational freedom in thefe forms 
of government, (particularly that of France) we may 
hazard to fay, from what has already happened in the 
world and without arrogating any pretenfions to pro- 
it v phetic powers, that the licentious freedom inherent m 
( • thefe republican forms of government, contains the 

A feeds of its own deftrucuon. < 

The leaders of the French Republic have, in order 
to maintain ufurped power, waded through a iuccel- 
fipn of crimes -.—They have had it in contemplation 
only (and do not blufli to avow it) to ere£l freedom 
' • ■ and equality on the bafls of vice, and on the ruins of 


;:S . > religion and morals ; thereby exciting in the minds of 
aj * / o 

all rational men an abhorrence of their fyftem, and 


convincing them that the republican legiflators of 
’ France, underfland neither the genuine principles of 

liberty, 
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* 


liberty, nor retain a veflige of fuch morals or pii* 
ciplcs as are connected with civil government. 

In fliort, the French Revolution, taking a review* 
all, its leading features, feparately or colle&ively. Is 
the mind with horror and difgufl — With horror, at te 
fanguinary decrees of the convention, and the muri 
of an innocent monarch ; — and with difgufl, at thi 
vain efforts to excite other nations to fnnilar crimn 
and .to eflablifli. fimilar feehes of anarchy ia evo- 
cxifting government. ^ s - . 


On a due conflderation of the wealth, happing 
and profperity that the Britifli nation has for a fa* 
of years enjoyed ; can the clamours raifed for a pci 
' deal reform be maintained on the principles of foul 


reafon ? . 

If the firft branch of this queftion is admitted* 

temperate advocates for political reform, the latter pr 
carries its anfwer in the negative. But with regard* 
the intemperate and violent advocates for reform, w* 
■ make that a pretext to cover their infidious defign* 
* this juncture, we may add, for the information of i 
lower orders, that the fpecious picas and epithet* 


• * 
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equal rcprcfcntaiion , rotten boroughs, iufmcr.cc of the 
crown, &c. which eternally refound at thefe tavern 
■clubs, diflinguifhed by the piaufible names of conit i- 
tutional focictics, friends of the people. &c. are in 
fact fo many engines made ufe of to clog the wheels of 
government, arid are fubfervient to the real motives by 
which the refllefs and ambitious views of the members 
of- thole clubs are actuated. Thus we fee men in the 
compound characters of members of parliament and 
members of different clubs of the foregoing deferip- 
tion, ftrangely pcrverf.\"g their talents by acls of the 
oreateft inconfillencv * ; and who leem to forget, that 

conuflcncv 


* Ire the bec'ir.nir.j of the StfSon, Mr. Fox loft ground by acts of the mail 
gluing inconnfteccy. He one day, in the ftroogtil trims, rcniobaied the various 
Aflociatior.s in the kingdom for protecting liberty and property, as deeming . 
e thtpt illegal, and reprefented the expediency of oar Ministry fending an Am- 
l aX-dor to the National Convention, and in cited terms approved of the prin- 
ciples of the French Republic, and that flame of licentious liberty which per- 
ries st'l orders in that country : — 3 ut rnaik his incooliftcncy next day, when 
he repairs to the Hanover Square Allocution, and there, in glowing' colours, 

• pio. r rtTed his attachment to the King and Cenftitution, and indireflly cor.* 

' * 1 tradifled what h« had delivered on the fnbjed the preceding day in the Houle. 

i»* i • * m 

of Commons, and, to crown the whole, figned ihc Hefolu ions of the Affocia- 

•'*'■* * 

i lion. In a debate in a former Seflion, wherein the njme of Paine occurred, 

t- ... ’*• -A Mr. Fox did not hefitate to fay, that his book, the “ Rights ol Man,” was a 

Libel on tbe Conftitution of England ; though his Hen. Friend Mr. Grey, in 
Lii fpeech the 13th of Dee. laft, on the motion for addicting the Tlticcc on 

J . ’ ‘ . .* . . ’*“* 

ofiT-.v-' • • ■ 

ire- . . . • 


. . 


vonfiflency of conduct iu political mcafurcs, like » - 
'.icily in the common tranfaclions of life, is evert 
bclL policy. 9 ; 

Although England returns no more than 513 i 
prefer.: ai ives,. and Scotland only 45, yet if it is *• 
mi tied that the 58S members are more adequatei 
canying on the bufmeTs of national legiflation, th 
any greater given number of lOOD or upwards, c 
plea of unequal rcprcfcntaiion is done away ; toe 
particularly when we confider, that each mcme, 
chofcii for a paiticular count) , c eity, or borough, foe 
equally in parliament .every diflricb in the real ra- 
il aVe not Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan the interefcf 
the people of the Orkneys and Shetland, as wAs 
the whole body of Scotland, as much at heart, i^l 
parliamentary mealurcs, as they may have th*f 
their conflituents cither in Weftmmfter or StaffX? 
Has not Mr. Erfleine the interefl of Manchefter^t- 



his Majclly’s gracious Speech, reprobated in fevere terms the meaftircs iMi- 
niftry had adopted, for fupprcllicg l’iiac’s libellous pamphlets ; andinct 
fcriiplc to fay, that he agreed wiijj him in the general principles, itafacn 
we hear fuch doflrines cfpoulcd and defended by h*r. Grey and MuSne, 
we begin either to doubt the cxiftcnce of thofe abilities we have often Acd, 
or regret that their talents fltould be fo obviouCy petverted, as for cvafce 1 


blot oa the cfculchcon of their integrity* 

a 


Uy. 

inrn^n, 

. . 






minsham, and other manufacturing towns as much at 
heart, as he has tha* of Portfmouth, which he aflually 
reprefents ? And though thefc manufacturing towns, 
as well as manv others in England and Scotland, 
have no natural reprefentatives in parliament, is ic 
from thence to be inferred, that their intcrefts would 
be neglected in the Houfc of Commons ? No ; there 
is not a member in that houl’e, but would exert his 
abilities to tranfaft anv parliamentary bufinefs thev* 


munners pretena 10 iay,.,tnat (lie end ot any repre- 
fentative’s -coming into parliament, is foltly to attend 
to^local intereds, when he is fuppofed to have the in- 
ter'eft of the nation at large at heart? If there are fuch, 
they are not worthy of the trud repofed in them by 
their condiments. If the charge of corruption 
among reprefentatives, as well as the elcftors, is well 
founded, why increafe the evil by thefc plans of re- 
form? But the drifts, however, of the drenuous re- 
formers of the prefent day are now too obvious to 
impofe longer on the good fenfe of this nation. The 
popular objeft of reform with the triumvirate leaders 
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is but a mere pretext, a fecondary confidcration, while, 
they artfully 'difguife the real principles of ill timed, 
ambition, and the lurking feeds by which all their 
proceedings are actuated !. If, therefore, the object of 
refbrm is ever to be in any manner effected, it mud 
be by fober and temperate mcafures, and, at a time, 
when the nation and parliament are fo circumflanced, 
as to.be able to give it the mod cool and deliberate 
confideration. 

At a juncture like the prefent, when various opi- 

y 

nions are afloat, which have been propagated with the 
utmod art and affiduity, tending to kindle, in the 
minds of the lower clafles of fociety, a fpirit of difaf- ' - 
feftion and difeontent. At a time too, when the na- 
. tion is engaged in a war of defence , provoked by open 
afts of violence, and the audacious and perfidious* 

. commencement of hodilities on the part of France j 
and which, for the proteftion of our rights and liber- 
ties, renders a general concurrence of the ’meafures of 
the executive power fo necedaiy. At fuch a period, 
and under fuch circumdances, every Britifh heart; 

i - ; 

, glowing with a love for his country, and fenfible of the 

' j- 

tranfeendant bleflings of our glorious Conditution, 

. , • ' G ought 
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oucrht to hold, in the moil fovercign contempt, the 
° 

feditious zeal of rcfprming clubs, in various parts of 
the kingdom, whole fpecious fchenies of making the 
lower orders diflatisfied with their condition, are fub- 
fervient to the latent motives of re fllcfs ambition, ran- 
corous difappointment, and factious interefts.by which 

,, - ■> 

the leaders of parliamentary reform arc at this crifis 
. actuated.' - 

•: Nottyjth [landing, of all the engines and fpecious 

pretexts devifed by art aryl human ingenuity, in op- 
pofition to the meafurcs of Government, and which 
are influenced more by paflion than principle, with a 
view to check the energy of mini dry, it is to be hoped 
and trafted, for the happinefs of mankind in general, 
and the profperity of Great Britain in particular, that 

• ' "•< “ V Y* *- ^7^ 

, • the mod vigorous efforts,. and the greated unani- 

p, 

piitv will dill prevail in the profccution of a juft 


y.v 


. and unavoidable war, into which wc have been 

• . 

forced, in vindicating our national honour, and in 
defending our glorious conflitution: A Conftitution, 
“take, it all and all, the world will never fee its like 


£[ again which has been reared on a firm bafis, by 

y 

9 * flip rrrrr/»rr-» f a tin fdrv isC m _ ,1 . J! 1 «._' 
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view, the envy and admiration of furrounding nations ; . 
and we trufl, as far as any mortal fabric can, it will be 

* ‘ • - j 

immortal. We fhall, therefore, clofe the fubjejft, • 
with the expiring wifh of the famous father Paul to 
his country — J< EJlo perpetua /” 


. 
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